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One of the simplest words to define in life is vision. 

Introduction 

One of the simplest words to define in life is vision. 

The reason is because everybody, including you has a force propelling you to 

accomplish a service, a goal and something worthwhile every day of your life. 

Vision is in every man. Vision is what you see. That is, what you see with your 

inner eyes that wants to drive you towards completing every endeavour you 

set your mind to achieve. 

All of the world’s histories and legends are made of visions fulfilled by 

individuals and groups who did not get deterred in the course of executing the 

necessary goals to get their results. Vision is what you see. 

 

 

 

I am currently reading a biography of the life of Pastor Enoch Adejare 

Adeboye, whose life is a natural description of a man staying the course of his 

vision. In the book1, the author narrates how Pastor Adeboye’s future seemed 

to have been mapped out from the scratch; not because there was any means 

of livelihood or sustenance but purely out of dogged determination and 

persistence to the cause of his future. He was avowed to break away from the 

poverty into which he was born and to which his family pledged allegiance. His 

drive to succeed was born out of an internal courage to overtake limiting 

barriers and failures. He saw a future bigger, brighter and better. He saw in 

himself the different influential people who were heralded into their small 

Ifewara village. He also saw in himself the ability to speak the fine English 

language he heard from several Anglican Ministers who had paid courtesy 

calls to their village. He saw the future his siblings and friends never imagined. 

Vision is what you see. 

Bishop David Oyedepo is considered a man of great courage and calling. He 

commenced the building of Canaan Land Seventeen years after he had 



received the initial vision for the place where Living Faith Ministries 

International is situated in South Western Nigeria today2. 

In the course of growing and learning the ways of ministry, he relocated from 

city to city and grew from one level of understand to another; culminating in 

being a builder of one of the best private universities to have come out of 

Nigeria as well as the largest worship edifice in recent times. Now, this man of 

God ministers to several million worshippers in a year. His life is full of impact 

and his testimonies move many to breakthroughs. The reason is a belief in his 

vision. He saw in himself a giant at whose call many will beckon. He saw in 

himself an unstoppable wordsmith whose utterances would break and shatter 

the shackles of lack and poverty. He saw in himself a representative of the 

Redeemer on earth to release many into divine emancipation and 

breakthrough. Everything he saw so far came out true. Vision is what you see. 

Samuel Adeyemi has grown one of the fastest growing Christian organizations 

in our time yet he is still rearing to go. Listening to him just tells you how far he 

and his Wife have come in prosecuting their vision. Starting with a small group 

of between Seven to Nine members, they grew in number as they carried out 

focused and people oriented programs. Gradually, the organization evolved 

systems that projected values which appealed to a wider audience of young 

people until there seemed to be an explosion of numbers. Despite the 

phenomenal growth, Pastor Samuel has kept a disciplined guard to the vision. 

He enforces strict compliance to the assignment he originally received and is 

on course to change the face of nationhood in Nigeria. Vision is what you see. 

So if Vision is what you see, what does the layman consider as vision? 

Dictionary.com puts Vision as any of the following: 

� The power or sense of sight 

� The imagination or unusual keen perception or 

� The mental image of something imaginary3. 



All of the above definitions clearly inform that vision is powerful, unusual and 

imaginary. We can draw from this to imply that a man of vision must apply a 

keen interest in whatever perception he or she chooses to turn into reality. 

Let me explain something briefly here. Perception has been judged severally 

by people as reality. What this means is that anything (decision, idea, mindset, 

belief, outcome) I agree with becomes what plays out in my life in reality. 

Therefore any imagination of my heart that I have chosen to settle and 

develop gradually forms a basis for my decisions and actions. This ultimately 

becomes a powerful driving force that defines who I am and what I become 

because it will unconsciously (or consciously) translate into what I say, how I 

say things and what I believe in. 

Vision is first imaginary then physical. Vision is a chosen perception that 

becomes reality. Vision, if sustained enough becomes what you are and who 

you are. Vision is what you agree to see. Vision is what you see. 

This book “Vision Clarified” is an unusual approach that empowers you to filter 

what is necessary from what is not so that you are able to focus sufficiently at 

the core of what you need to fulfil vision in life. Everything you see can be 

clogged by dross and confusions of daily life and so it is pertinent to clear the 

air, ask the right questions and define sufficiently all the components that 

directly affect our ability to deliver our vision to the world for God. 

What do you see? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vision is first imaginary then physical. Vision is a chosen perception that becomes 

reality. Vision, if sustained enough becomes what you are and who you are. Vision is 

what you agree to see. Vision is what you see. 

The Chemistry of Vision 

The factors that affect vision appear to be the same universally. Great men of 

valour have testified how their visions were near strangulation at several 

points in their life prior to their breakthroughs. 

Recently, I was at a Book review chat with Chimamanda Adichie, the award 

winning author of Half of a Yellow Sun and Purple Hibiscus. She narrated how 

many times she was declined by publishers to whom she initially sent her 

manuscripts. These rejections could have dampened her morale but she 

never allowed this to kill the morale. This attitude should be the same in all of 

us; the attitude of persistence and aggressive passion. 

All visions have common traits which are as follows: 

1. Your Vision is born with you; encapsulated in your purpose for life 

God has placed every man on earth to accomplish a given purpose.  

This purpose primarily would serve humanity and return glory to God 

and it is in searching, finding and fulfilling this purpose that you 

realise the vision needed to complete this purpose for your life. 

 

As a man strives to accomplish his purpose in life, he draws a 

mental picture of who he has been called to serve, what he needs to 

be able to serve these people, how he needs to deploy this service 

and who he needs in his team to serve the people. In fact, God has 

made it possible for a man to see how well he may grow, flourish 

and prosper should he carry out the vision as detailed as it plays out 

in the subconscious. 



2. Your Vision has sufficient momentum to remove obstacles that 

come along but this depends on your willingness to sustain the 

requisite momentum 

“Vision is powerful enough to belittle death and any known or unknown obstacles.” 

Every purpose driven man would not count every obstacle with levity 

yet he would not regard every obstacle as a show stopper. 

Obstacles test our calling. It rattles the vision that you want to 

translate into physical from mental. Obstacles will certainly come 

unless the devil ceases to exist. 

Nelson Mandela is a typical example of a man who faced daunting 

obstacles to fulfilling vision yet he clearly told the judge in one of 

their numerous court sessions “... if need be, I’d die for this cause”4. 

Vision is powerful enough to belittle death and any known or 

unknown obstacles. 

3. Your Vision can never be hidden or covered. Every human who 

comes close to you enough would identify the vision trapped 

inside you 

Because vision is encapsulated in a man’s purpose in life, it is easy 

to identify one’s visions. Unconsciously, the actions a man takes and 

the decisions being carried out find a way to describe clearly where a 

man is heading to. His passionate execution of some habits, 

pleasures, vocations would indicate that if this man invests more 

time in the area under observation, he would prosper. 

A friend of mine with whom I attended a Leadership Course narrated 

to me how a former colleague at her office counselled her to pursue 

a different career and leave the sales job she was struggling with. 

Clearly, this colleague was the only courageous individual who could 

say what many other colleagues observed and kept mute about. 

They saw in her great abilities for cosmetic business but she was 

languishing in sale of insurance products. Vision does not hide. 



Every purpose driven man would not count every obstacle with levity yet he would not 

regards every obstacle as a show stopper. Obstacles test our calling. It rattles the vision 

that you want to translate into physical from mental. Obstacles will certainly come unless 

the devil ceases to exist. 

Many parents would attest to the fact that their wards show signs of 

a budding talent very early in life. This may be in music, engineering 

or any other field. These are revelations of the child’s potential vision 

in life. These clearly could help the child early enough to shape and 

firm up what he perceives in himself so as to learn how to project 

excellent ambitions to achieve the vision early in life and with 

minimal disruptions. 

4. You know your vision and what it takes to make it shine outwardly. 

What you may not know is how to communicate this vision to the 

world 

If I asked you what you were born to fulfil, you probably would give a 

good account of what it is. If I then asked you how you would 

achieve what you were born to fulfil, chances are that you will not be 

able to paint a good picture of what and how you could do what you 

needed to do to fulfil your vision in life. Most people get stuck at this 

point and that is the main crust of this book. 

By the time you finish reading this book, you would have realised the 

danger in not defining some major milestones that will help you fulfil 

vision, and which would massively dent your ability to complete your 

vision within the boundaries of God’s provision for your assignment. 

5. The moment you decide to stick to your vision and make it your 

life’s priority, provision is let loose for you to accomplish the 

vision 

Upon realisation that the vision is born when you are born and that 

there is sufficient power inside you to fulfil it, you will abound in a 



fresh, emancipating belief system that opens up divine resources for 

you to fulfil purpose and live a life of vision fulfilled. This will happen 

because you clarified your vision beyond reasonable doubt. 

Now let me show you the different pillars that need to be defined in 

fulfilling vision. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Defining your Vision 

From my experiences in coaching, counselling and guiding young teenagers, 

adolescents and adults alike, I can categorically recommend the following 

areas of defining a vision if a young man is to make headway to fulfil them 

with no regrets. These areas are: 

1. Mental Definition 

2. Emotional Definition 

3. Social Definition 

4. Spiritual Definition And 

5. Literal Or Physical Definition 

Mental Definition 

To prepare for carrying out vision, it is important for a man to conceive the 

vision and its metrics in his mind. This is what brings about ‘intellectual 

property’. Every product worth buying is worth being best enough for 

purchase. This phase is the most critical and feeds other phases directly. 

Several times, I have caught myself day dreaming on several subjects of how 

to execute projects related to my vision. I spend several hours mind travelling 

and in the process, I employ imaginary graduates of specific qualifications, I 

acquire office spaces of immense dimensions and furnishing. I also imagine 

that I have named subsidiaries that handle specific areas of my gifts and 

visions such that I have drawn an organogram of who heads what group in the 

organization. 

As I write this, I have put in place an employee handbook that will guide every 

employee of all my companies even in a hundred years if Jesus tarries. I also 

have documented several information, plans and structures that I have 

mentally produced for the vision. These trivial components are what Brian 

Tracy called ‘Important but Not Urgent’. The irony is that these remove any 

clog from your mind as soon as they are transferred to paper. 

To develop mental definition of your vision, you may ask yourself these 

questions: 



A vision prematurely carried out may be as good as aborted and that is the place where 

emotional definition enforces control 

1. What do I see myself becoming in 25 years from today? 

2. What title would I be comfortable to hear when people wish to address 

me 5, 10 or 15 years from today? 

3. What would I need to do from today to achieve the personality I 

envisioned myself in (1) above? 

4. Am I able to fulfil my vision alone? 

5. If yes to (4), what is the capacity of my vision that makes it executable 

by only 1 man? 

6. If no to (4), who do I need to draw close or seek for, that will build my 

capacity to sincerely fulfil my vision in life? 

7. What quality of individuals do I think I need to be excellent in fulfilling 

this vision? What quality can I not afford to accommodate? 

8. What attitude and skill do I need to project and/or learn to acquire if I 

want to become the kind of personality I envisioned in (1) above? 

9. Where are the sources to find the resources to build me into the 

personality in (1) above? 

Emotional Definition 

Your emotional stability or threshold can empower or destroy your vision, 

irrespective of how mentally prepared you are. Daniel Goleman in his book 

Emotional Intelligence describes that emotional intelligence far outshines the 

intelligence quotient that may have produced the mental clarity you have 

made of your vision. 

 

Joseph in the Bible dreamt powerful visions for his life but almost blew it due 

to his inability to properly define the vision emotionally. There is need to 

understand the times and seasons like the Bible lauds the men of Issachar for. 

A vision prematurely carried out may be as good as aborted and that is the 

place where emotional definition enforces control. 



To emotionally define your vision, the following questions would help: 

1. What is the benefit of carrying out this vision immediately? 

2. Who are the people I know that will be immediately impacted (positively) 

should I successfully carry out this vision immediately? 

3. What are the immediate or short, medium or long term consequences of 

deferring executing this vision? 

4. What capacity do I have to overcome any failures that happen in the 

course of fulfilling this vision? 

5. How have I handled lesser failures in the past? 

6. How have I contained or celebrated victories or successes in the past? 

7. What skills do I have that can be an advantage to me in the course of 

fulfilling this vision? 

8. How do I know I am not being exuberant about this vision? 

9. How do I know I am not being lazy to think and develop the necessary 

options for this vision?  

Social Definition 

This stage describes the human relationship angle to fulfilling a vision. John 

Maxwell said ‘one man is too small a resource to fulfil vision.’ This is 

absolutely true. If a vision is real and from God, it is not possible for this vision 

to be executable by one man alone. 

Pastor Samuel Adeyemi describes how he is able to operate the Daystar 

Leadership Academy by first acknowledging that he is unable to run all the 

courses of the academy alone and so he took time to train and develop 

competent hands among his pastors who in turn have become sound 

facilitators for the courses in DLA. Now, the institution promises to grow larger 

and better; because he defined the social need of his vision. 

To define your social needs, you may ask yourself the following questions: 

1. To what extent do I see this vision growing? 

2. How many individuals do I perceive I need to audaciously undertake 

this vision to the capacity I dream it? 



3. What skills would I require from every of this potential individuals such 

that the capacity I envision may materialise? 

4. What tools do I need to put in place so as to measure the human 

strength required to carry out this vision? 

5. What institution exists that I can learn from which does something that I 

wish to do or something close to what I wish to do? 

6. If no such institutions exist, what approach do I need to employ to gain 

access to information needed to set up an organization as I think of? 

7. Who do I know now that I can develop to team up with me in carrying 

out this vision? 

8. What organizations, groups or associations exist such that I can enlist 

and commence the process of networking or learning for the purpose of 

my vision to be fulfilled? 

9. What boundaries (personal boundaries and social boundaries) must I 

be wary of so that I may not become derailed and miss the chance to 

fulfil my vision according to the mental picture I have always had? 

Spiritual Definition 

The heart of a man plans his way but the Lord establishes his steps5 is a 

scripture that captures the essence of this section. There is no amount of 

human planning, counsel and execution that can supersede the place of 

God’s direction over a vision. It is common knowledge that provision for a 

vision comes from above only and therefore, all pre-requisites to 

accomplishing vision should be sought from above as well. 

Any vision that is done outside the mandate of God would have been a waste 

of time and resources. You would do well to involve God from the phase of 

mental conceptualizing of your vision. The benefit of doing so is that you gain 

speed and open doors in terms of knowledge, favour, open doors, relevant 

acquaintances, etc because He will certainly fund what He has founded. 

To get a picture whether you have defined your vision spiritually, the following 

questions would help immensely: 

1. How do I know I am convinced about this vision? 



There is no amount of human planning, counsel and execution that can supersede the 

place of God’s direction over a vision. 

2. How was I able to handle convictions (similar or otherwise) in the past? 

3. What measures would I use to ascertain that I feel peaceful about 

making progress on this vision? 

4. How much counsel have I sought on the subject of this vision? 

5. To what extent do I usually go to seek God’s face when faced with such 

situations in the past? 

6. How would I know if God has confirmed this move? 

7. What lessons would I draw from if in future I face challenges that 

question the confirmations I believe I have obtained from God today? 

Literal or Physical Definition 

This is the last phase in the process of definition but I guarantee you, it is as 

massive and critical as the mental phase. A popular author once said ‘any 

goal not clearly written down is a mere wish.’ The implication of this is that if 

after taking all the time to think through your vision (mental), feeling the pulse 

of your vision (emotional), bridging the links for your vision (social), praying 

away demons off your vision (spiritual), you fail to put pen on paper, then you 

should have omitted all the steps altogether. 

 

Writing is so critical to vision pursuit that is why God advised prophet 

Habakkuk to write his vision and position it for someone who sees it to run 

vigorously with it6. 

To filter out unclear thoughts from popular thoughts, using physical tools 

cannot be over-emphasized therefore it is recommended that the following 

questions be asked and the solutions be put on paper for immediate 

execution: 

1. Having spent so much time developing a mindset for completing this 

vision, what exactly is the vision I have come up with, ultimately? 



2. If I were to re-phrase or paraphrase my vision in 3 different formats for 

clarity sake, what would they be? 

3. When would I say I have accomplished this vision? 

4. What measures would I put in place to measure my progress as vision 

is being run? 

5. What specific activities would be required to complete this vision? 

6. Who would be responsible for each of these activities? 

7. What do I foresee or perceive that may impede on completing the vision 

at the time I have suggested in (3) above? 

8. What options would I have to overcome these impediments highlighted 

in (7) above? 

9. If the vision suffered a crucial delay or breakdown, what specific actions 

would I take to overcome and restore continuity? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Conclusion 

Visions can never be achieved outside of setting real, realistic and credible 

goals. I am most convinced that all goals are achievable if properly defined 

from conceptualization or thinking phase. This is why I would refer you to my 

first book “Where are the Goals I Set?” where you can acquire the secrets to 

fulfilling the goals you have set for yourself or groups. 

It is possible to conceive a vision and determine its success from the very 

beginning. That is the role the questions in each section address. I can almost 

vouch for the fact that with these outline, you would be insurmountable. 

Please prove yourself. 

Clarify your visions today. 
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About the Book 

‘Vision Clarified!!!’ was borne out of a demand for understanding how to grow 

visions and make them plain. When a vision is still vague and unclear, a man 

is unable to accomplish much, if anything at all. That is why this book is very 

timely. 

The author has used some coaching methodologies of effective questioning to 

help the reader find a deep implication to all there is to gauge when clarifying 

vision. 

It is believed that the book in your hand will empower you to conceive visions, 

understand them and clearly map out a future for these visions, which are 

conceived primarily for execution. 


